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• What?
– What is Genealogy?

ge∙ne∙al∙o∙gy
[jee‐nee‐ol‐uh‐jee, ‐al‐, jen‐ee‐] –noun, plural ‐gies.

1. a record of the ancestry and descent of a person, family, group, etc.
2. the study of family ancestries and histories.
3. descent from an original form or progenitor; lineage;ancestry.
4.  a group of individuals or species having a common ancestry:

—Synonyms
1. pedigree
2. yichus
3. mishpochaology
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• What?
– What is Genealogy?
– What is Different about Jewish Genealogy?

• Name changes
• Language/translation challenges
• Record access prior to immigration

– Non‐existent, unknown location, etc.
• Small, closed communities (shtetls)

– Marriages: cousins, uncle/niece, aunt/nephew, etc.
– Movement between shtetls

• Shoah
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• Why? – The magic question 
– Identify your family
– Some people like challenges
– Personalize Jewish history

• Migration patterns
• Family tradition origins
• Shoah
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• When?
– NOW

• All your relatives who have pertinent information are 
getting older (including you!)
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• Who?
– Do it yourself
– Get someone else to do it

• Other family member
• Professional Genealogist

– A Word about the LDS/Mormons and Genealogy
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• How? ‐ Finally we get to the “guts” of this 
course
– Step 1 – Interview your family (you, parents, grandparents)

• Names (original last names), dates (B, M, D), places
• Emigration/Immigration (places, dates)
• Collect family stories
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Family Stories

Mr Morrison

David Morrison Abraham Morrison Sol Morrison

Mendel MorrisonNachum Morrison

Henry Louis A.A.Harriett Esther Bertha Marvin Inez Louis Belle

+ MD + MD Law + Law LawHAC
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• How? ‐ Finally we get to the “guts” of this 
course
– Step 1 – Interview your family
– Step 2 – Find “all other” information
– Step 3 – Record the information

• Use video/audio for interviews
• Use accepted forms
• Use a computer
• Use Source citation

– Step 4 – Repeat Step 2
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• Course Outline
– How?

• Genealogy Software
– On your PC

» Family Tree Maker
» Brother’s Keeper
» Personal Ancestral File
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Introduction to Jewish Genealogy

• Course Outline
– How?

• Genealogy Software
– On your PC

» Family Tree Maker
» Brother’s Keeper
» Personal Ancestral File

– On the Internet
» Ancestry.com
» Findmypast.co.uk
» Geni.com
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• Where?
– Where does one look for “all other” information?

• Make copies of family documents and photos.
• Use the internet/libraries

– Census – Federal and State
– Immigration Records

» NARA
» Ellis Island

– Some birth, death, marriage (Missouri 1805‐2002), divorce 
records
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• Where?
– Where does one look for “all other” information?

• Internet continued
– Newspapers

» Articles and obituaries
– Land, tax, legal records
– Google
– Facebook
– Genealogy websites

» Ancestry, Geni, FamilySearch, Footnote, Jewishgen



Introduction to Jewish Genealogy

• Course Outline
– Where?

• Where does one look for information?
– Internet continued – Best Websites

» Ancestry.com – some parts free (library edition)
» Jewishgen.org – free, donation requested
» SteveMorse.org ‐ free
» YadVashem.org ‐ free
» JoCoLibrary.org – free, need library card and PIN
» FamilySearch.org – free*, Mormon Church
» Facebook.com
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Stephen Morse One‐Step Webpages
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Yad Vashem – Pages of Testimony ‐ Errors
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• Course Outline
– Where?

• Where does one look for information?
– Actual Repositories

» National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
» US Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM)
» American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)
» State Vital Records – Birth, Marriage, Death Certificates
» City/County Clerks Offices
» Foreign Country Archives
» Genealogy Societies
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• Course Outline
– Where?

• Where does one look for information?
– Local Facilities

» Johnson County Public Library
• Library Card with PIN enables free use from home

» Mid‐Continent Public Library – Midwest Genealogy 
Center

• JoCo card accepted for free use from home
» National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)

• 400 W Pershing Rd – 8am‐4pm  Tue‐Sat
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1940 Federal Census
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WWI Draft Registration Card – Conscientious Objection
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Ship Passenger Manifest
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Yaakov ZviMendel Leib

ChanaBaruch
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